
Sharing Cultures: Books by African American Authors and Illustrators 

 

PICTURE BOOKS 

Willie and the All-Stars by Floyd Cooper     E/COO 

Firebird by Misty Copeland, illus. by Christopher Myers   E/COP 

Bigmama’s by Donald Crews,  illus. by  the author      E/CRE 

Patchwork Quilt by Valerie Flourney, illus. by Jerry Pinkney  E/FLO 

Tell Me a Story, Mama by Angela Johnson     E/JOH 

The Wind Flyers by Angela Johnson      E/JOH 

Goin’ Someplace Special by Patricia McKissack    E/MCK 

Daisy and the Doll by Michael Medearis and Angela Shelf Medearis E/MED 

Looking Like Me by Walter Dean Myers     E/MYE 

Thunder Rose by Jerdine Nolen      E/NOL 

Tar Beach by Faith Ringgold, illus. by the author      E/RIN 

Ellington Was Not a Street by Ntozake Shange     E/SHA 

Because You’re Lucky by Irene Smalls-Hector    E/SMA 

Dear Mr. Rosenwald by Carole Weatherford     E/WEA 

The Other Side by Jacqueline Woodson     E/WOO 

This is the Rope: a Story from the Great Migration by Jacqueline Woodson

 E/WOO 

 

J FICTION 

The Crossover     JF/Alexander, Kwame 

Kinda Like Brothers     JF/Booth, Coe 

Bud, Not Buddy    JF/Curtis, Christopher 

Sassy: Little Sister is not my Name  JF/Draper, Sharon 

Unstoppable Octobia May   JF/Flake, Sharon     

Make Way for Dyamonde Daniel  JF/Grimes, Nikki 

Hundred Penny Box    JF/Mathis, Sharon 

Jump Into the Sky    JF/Pearsall, Shelley 

Ninth Ward     JF/Rhodes, Jewell 

Walking to the Bus-Rider Blues  JF/Robinet, Harriette 

Case of the Time Capsule Bandit   JF/Spencer, Octavia 

Front Porch Stories at the One Room School JF/Tate, Eleanora 

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry  JF/Taylor, Mildred  

Justin and the Best Biscuits in the World JF/Walter, Margaret 

Becoming Billie Holiday   JF/Weatherford, Carole 

One Crazy Summer    JF/Williams-Garcia, Rita 

Blossoming Universe of Violet Diamond JF/Woods, Brenda 

Brown Girl Dreaming    JF/Woodson, Jacqueline 

Locomotion     JF/Woodson, Jacqueline 

Once On This River    JF/Wyeth, Sharon 

 

Non-Fiction 

Witnesses to Freedom: Young People Who Fought for Civil Rights by Belinda Rochelle 

J/323.119/Roc 



Birmingham Sunday by Larry Dane Brimner J/323.1196/BRI 

Bad News for Outlaws: the Remarkable Life of Bass Reeves, Deputy U.S. Marshall by 

Vaunda Micheaux Nelson   J/363.282/Nel 

What Color Is My World?: the Lost History of African-American Inventors by Kareen 

Abdul-Jabbar        J/609.2/ABD 

Great Migration: An American Story by Jacob Lawrence   J/759.12/LAW 

Jazz: My Music, My People by Morgan Monceaux   J/781.65/MON 

Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing by James Weldon Johnson  J/782.42164/JOH 

We Are the Ship: the Story of Negro League Baseball by Kadir Nelson  J/796.35764/Nel 

Dream Keeper and Other Poems by Langston Hughes  J/811.52/HUG 

Come Sunday by Nikki Grimes      J/811.54/GRI 

Meet Danitra Brown by Nikki Grimes, illus. By Floyd Cooper J/811.54/GRI 

Palm of my Heart: Poetry by African American Children  J/811.54/PAL 

Pass It On: African American Poetry for Children   J/811.008/PAS 

Remember the Bridge: Poems of a People by Carole Boston Weatherford J/811.54/WEA 

How They Got Over: African Americans and the Call of the Sea by Eloise Greenfield 

J/920.009296/GRE 

Hand In Hand: Ten Black Men Who Changed America by Andrea Davis Pinkney, illus. b 

Brian Pinkney        J/920.009296/PIN 

Now is your Time! The African American Struggle for Freedom by Walter Dean Myers  

J/973.049/MYE 

 

Biography 

Talkin’ about Bessie: the Story of Aviator Elizabeth Coleman by Nikki Grimes

 J/Biography/Coleman 

Claudette Colvin: Twice Toward Justice by Phillip Hoose J/Biography/Colvin 

Coming Home: From the Life of Langston Hughes by Floyd Cooper    

J/Biography/Hughes 

Searching for Sarah Rector: the Richest Black Girl in America by Tonya Bolden 

J/Biography/Rector  
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